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The issue

To mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, decision makers urgently 
need information on disruptions to food systems, livelihoods and food security. 
Agriculture accounts for a major part of developing economies, with large shares of 
the population reliant on it for food and income. It is, therefore, essential to gather 
information on the impact of COVID-19 on agricultural holdings and smallholder 
farmers to support targeted responses.

National agricultural data-collection processes in developing countries often involve 
face-to-face interviews, which are currently impossible due to COVID-19-related 
social-distancing measures. National statistical systems have asked for support to 
adapt their current survey tools to employ virtual collection methods, so they can 
continue to gather crucial food and agricultural statistics and respond to new data 
demands arising from the pandemic.

The action
The programme will address two questions at national level:

 nHow can countries replace traditional face-to-face interviews to collect farm-level 
data during the pandemic while maintaining quality and reliability?

 oHow can Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations’ Agricultural 
Integrated Survey (AGRISurvey) facilities aid data-collection on the impact of 
COVID-19 at farm level?

• Response part one will explore the use of alternative data-collection methods 
for existing farm surveys to minimize or replace face-to-face interviews during 
quarantine. This may involve the simplification of questionnaires, the use of 
phone interviews and web applications, methods for reducing sample size, 
the development of specific training protocols, the mobilization of unexplored 
sources of data and the development of guidelines, including pilots in two 
countries.

• Response part two will seek to measure the impact of COVID-19 on farms 
(after the fact). It will support countries in developing a specific module to 
add to their existing AGRISurvey tools, conduct pilot tests in two countries 
and develop guidelines and support for three AGRISurvey countries and 
ten non-AGRISurvey countries to collect data on the impact of COVID-19 at 
farm level.
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Expected results 

 n The programme will produce guidelines to assist
countries in implementing alternative solutions for
collecting data during lockdowns.

 pGuidelines will be produced to support countries in
developing specific AGRISurvey modules for measuring
the impact of COVID-19.

 q Three AGRISurvey countries will receive full support to
collect data on the COVID-19 impact at farm level.

 r Ten countries will receive support to adapt a COVID-19
module in their existing national surveys.

Partnerships
World Bank, International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) and national governments

Programme Links
The response will tie in with the implementation of the 
AGRISurvey programme in eleven countries, as well as 
50x2030 initiative in partnership with the World Bank and 
IFAD and FAO’s Data Lab for Statistical Innovation in the 
context of the COVID-19 data challenge. The programme 
will further support data-collection to inform FAO’s 
COVID-19 Response programmes, including Collective 
action for sustainable food systems, Zero Hunger, Trade 
and agribusiness and Economic Inclusion.

Regional and country focus
Three AGRISurvey countries will receive support: 
Cambodia, Senegal and Uganda. Ten additional countries 
will be selected based on agricultural survey data-collection 
plans and level of vulnerability to the pandemic.

Contact
Resource Mobilization and Private Sector Partnerships 
Division – Partnerships and Outreach  
PSR-Director@fao.org 

Chief Statistician
Chief-Statistician@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
Italy, Rome
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